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Frederick Kiesler Foundation 2024 

Program Information 

 

Frederick Kiesler’s extraordinary ar�s�c oeuvre will be on show in numerous na�onal and 
interna�onal exhibi�ons in 2024. In addi�on to this, the publica�on Magic Architecture. The Story of 

Human Housing appears in spring 2024. And the New Year will be marked by the announcement of 

the winner of the Austrian Frederick Kiesler Prize for Architecture and the Arts at the end of January. 

 

Please find below an overview of the extensive and varied ac�vi�es of the Frederick Kiesler 

Founda�on in the coming year:  
 

 

13th Austrian Frederick Kiesler Prize for Architecture and the Arts 
Jury mee�ng and announcement of the winner of the Kiesler Prize: January 2024 

Award ceremony: scheduled for June 2024 

Presenta�on exhibi�on in the Frederick Kiesler Founda�on: June to October 2024 

 

In 2024, the Austrian Frederick Kiesler Prize for Architecture and the Arts, one of the most highly 

endowed interna�onal prizes in this area, is being awarded for the 13th �me. 

The prize, which is endowed to the value of 55,000 euros, recognizes the visionary work of the ar�st, 

designer, stage designer, and architect Frederick Kiesler (1890-1965), who was born in Czernowitz in 

1890 and emigrated to the USA in 1926. The prize honors “outstanding work in the architectural and 

ar�s�c field that corresponds with the experimental and innova�ve ideas of Frederick Kiesler and his 

theory of correlated arts,” which transcend the boundaries between and combine the disciplines of 

architecture and art. (Extract from the statutes of the Frederick Kiesler Prize). 

 

The interna�onal jury for the prize is made up by Leonor Antunes (ar�st, Berlin), Céline Condorelli 

(ar�st, London/Milan), Harald Gründl (designer, Vienna), Anupama Kundoo (architect, Berlin), and 

Kje�l Thorsen (architect, Oslo).  

 

A selec�on of the work of the winner of the Kiesler Prize will be presented in the Frederick Kiesler 

Founda�on between June and October 2024. 
A publication will appear to mark the exhibition. 

 

National and international exhibition collaborations 

Frederick Kiesler. Vision Machines 

Jewish Museum, New York, USA: April 5 – July 28, 2024 

Graham Foundation, Chicago, USA: autumn/winter 2024 

The exhibition, which has been developed in cooperation with the Frederick Kiesler Foundation, is a 

focused investigation of the cornerstone of Frederick Kiesler’s experimental thinking: his teaching 

work at Columbia University and the activities of his Laboratory for Design Correlation between the 

1930s and the early 1940s. 

The centerpiece of the exhibition is a true-to-scale installation of Kiesler’s iconic yet unrealized 

Mobile Home Library, which will be presented in its entirety for the very first time in the Jewish 

Museum. As he was not in the position to finance a complete version of the library, Kiesler used 
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photographic collages of a built segment in order to represent the completed form. This dynamic 

contraption – whose movement hints at Kiesler’s earlier set designs, which were inspired by 

Constructivism – was designed to be able to move and transform itself, with each module being 

rotatable within the circular frame. The exhibition conveys the various forms of movement and 

interaction of the library with the help of prerecorded videos and a display system that makes it 

possible to rotate the library within the gallery.  

The Mobile Home Library will be presented together with Kiesler’s drawings of and studies for his 

Vision Machine, a device that can be interpreted in a variety of ways and whose objective was to 

visualize not only how humans see but also the pictorial content of their dreams. A selection of 150-

200 drawings, photographs, and research studies of the Mobile Home Library and Vision Machine 

shed light on Kiesler’s pioneering attempts to capture human sight, record dreams, and establish a 

relationship between libraries, information, images, and consciousness. The documents are exhibited 

in a system that illustrates the way in which Kiesler’s Correalism project was a sustainable design 

undertaking that addressed ways of seeing and unexpected encounters with images and objects. 

 

The exhibition will be accompanied by the publication of a comprehensive catalog. 

Curated by Mark Wasiuta, Columbia University, New York. 

 

 

Frederick Kiesler – Us, You, Me 

Kunsthaus Zug, Zug, CH 

February 25 – May 26, 2024 

The exhibition Us, You, Me explores the visual arts, a previously little regarded aspect of Kiesler’s 

work. His innovative paintings and sculptures reflect the things that are happening around him – he 

believes that nothing exists in a void and that everything interacts. For the artist, who was active in 

many fields, both life and art were constantly driven by movement and change. Far from being 

individual objects, his works are multiple creations that comprise up to 19 elements and refer to the 

space around them. 

The exhibition in the Kunsthaus Zug, which includes items loaned from Austria and the USA as well as 

works from the collection, has been developed over several years in cooperation with the Frederick 

Kiesler Foundation in Vienna and the Estate of Frederick Kiesler in New York. It will only be shown in 

Zug. The exhibition will be accompanied by a comprehensive academic publication.  

The foundation is loaning around 200 items to the exhibition. 

Curated by Stephanie Buhmann, Austrian Cultural Forum New York, Matthias Haldemann, Director, 

Kunsthaus Zug, and Gerd Zillner, Director, Frederick Kiesler Foundation.  
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Frederick Kiesler Today 

Kunsthaus Zug, Zug, CH 

June 9 – September 8, 2024 

The second part of the exhibition devoted to Frederick Kiesler focuses on contemporary artists who 

have been influenced by their visionary predecessor. For this is often the only common feature of 

their otherwise highly diverse works. This approach also enables Kunsthaus Zug to establish a link 

between different positions in the collection. Kiesler is like a hub, an intersection between the 

threads that connect the Wiener Moderne with Surrealism and the American avant-garde with the 

work of today. 

Hence, this second part of the show will also highlight pieces from the collection. Artists including 

Heidulf Gerngross, Peter Kogler, and Heimo Zobernig in Vienna, or Olafur Eliasson intensely address 

the work of Kiesler, as does Sarah Masüger from the Canton of Zug, who is engaging with the artist 

with the aim of realizing a new work. And, last but not least, the exhibition will also feature previous 

winners of the Kiesler Prize. 

The exhibition is a process that is being developed together with a wide range of artists and the 

Frederick Kiesler Foundation and will steadily evolve over time. The objective is to jointly arrive at 

new insights into Kiesler and his oeuvre using methods that are also playful and inspire our own 

creativity. 

Curated by Matthias Haldemann, Director, Kunsthaus Zug. 

 

 

Visionary Space. Walter Pichler meets Frederick Kiesler 

In a display by Sonia Leimer 

Belvedere 21, Vienna, A 

June 28 – October 6, 2024 

The main space of Belvedere 21 is the setting for a hypothetical dialog between Frederick Kiesler 

(1890-1965) and Walter Pichler (1936-2012), two avant-garde thinkers from different generations 

and disciplines, which is triggered by a real visit that the Austrian sculptor made to the studio of the 

Austro-American architect in New York in 1963. Pichler, the author of sculptures in the early 1960s 

that are declared to be alternative living spaces and are stimulating intense – and international – 

debate, encounters Kiesler, who is following his pioneering exhibition displays and architectural 

visions of the 1920s with an increasing interest in sculpture. The two figures share an essentially 

critical view of traditional notions of space and a courageous rejection of convention – most notably 

with respect to multidisciplinary artistic ideas and designs. 

Utopian, anthropocentric, and biomorphic habitats, prosthetics and perception, spirituality and 

performativity, design: The objective of the exhibition is to identify the points of contact between the 

oeuvres of the two artists and to shed light on aspects of their work that can appear antagonistic 

from today’s perspective. 

Sonia Leimer (*1977, Merano) is developing the exhibition display by using and adapting a selection 

of her own works that are located at the interface between the sculptural object and the 

architectural setting. 
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The exhibition is being created in cooperation with the Kunstmuseen Krefeld, where it will be on 

show in winter 2024 and spring 2025. 

Curated by Verena Gamper, Curator, Belvedere, Vienna. 

 

 

Exhibition program in the Frederick Kiesler Foundation 

 

Frederick Kiesler. MAGIC ARCHITECTURE | HABITAT. Kerstin Stoll 

to June 7, 2024 

 

Frederick Kiesler. MAGIC ARCHITECTURE | HABITAT. Kerstin Stoll features a dialog between two 

artistic positions that are devoted to multidisciplinary research and thinking and to creative 

experimentation at the interface between architecture, design, art, biology, and natural and cultural 

history. 

In his previously unpublished book project Magic Architecture, the artist-architect Frederick Kiesler 

(1890-1965) traced the story of human housing from prehistoric times to the atomic age. And, in 

doing so, he also established the relationship between human and animal building, on the basis of 

which he developed his understanding of “magic architecture [as] an architecture for everyone” that 

mediates between dreams and reality and addresses the pressing issues of human existence in the 

wake of a period of global destruction. 

In her research-based artistic practice, Kerstin Stoll (*1969, Berlin) investigates the construction and 

materials of structures built by animals and the use of natural materials in traditional forms built by 

humans. And her series of works Habitat brings Kiesler’s historic book project up to date. By taking 
the nests of the potter wasp and the weaverbird and the mounds constructed by termites as her 

starting point and by transforming these with the help of 3D-scanners and porcelain printers, she 

questions the potential political meanings of such structures in today’s world against the background 

of its evolving ecosystem, stagnating biodiversity, and disappearing species. 

 

A catalog will be published to mark the exhibition. 

 

 

13th Austrian Frederick Kiesler Prize for Architecture and the Arts 
Presentation exhibition in the Frederick Kiesler Foundation 

June to October 2024 

 

 

Publication 

Frederick Kiesler, Magic Architecture. The Story of Human Housing 

The publication appears in spring 2024:  
Spyros Papapetros, Gerd Zillner, eds., Frederick Kiesler, Magic Architecture. The Story of Human 

Housing (Chicago: MIT Press, 2024, 380 pages, c. 200 illustrations)  
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Program for 2024 

Overview 

 

13th Austrian Frederick Kiesler Prize for Architecture and the Arts 

Jury meeting: January 2024 

Award ceremony: scheduled for June 2024 

Presentation: June – October 2024 

 

Exhibition collaborations 2024 

Frederick Kiesler. Vision Machines 

Jewish Museum, New York, USA (April 5 – July 28, 2024) 
Graham Foundation, Chicago, USA (autumn/winter 2024) 

Frederick Kiesler – Us, You, Me 

Kunsthaus Zug, Zug, CH (February 25 – May 26, 2024) 

Frederick Kiesler Today 

Kunsthaus Zug, Zug, CH (June 9 – September 8, 2024) 

Visionary Spaces. Walter Pichler meets Frederick Kiesler. In a display by Sonia Leimer 

Belvedere 21, Vienna, A (June 28 – October 6, 2024) 
 

Exhibitions in the Kiesler Foundation 2024 

Frederick Kiesler. MAGIC ARCHITECTURE | HABITAT. Kerstin Stoll 

Exhibition in the Frederick Kiesler Foundation (November 15, 2023 – June 7, 2024) 

Exhibition of the winner of the Kiesler Prize 2024 

Exhibition in the Frederick Kiesler Foundation (June – October 2024) 

Stefi Kiesler. Artist, Writer, Librarian 

Exhibition in the Frederick Kiesler Foundation (November 2024 – spring 2025) 

Publication 

Spyros Papapetros, Gerd Zillner, eds., Frederick Kiesler, Magic Architecture. The Story of Human 

Housing (Chicago: MIT Press, 2024, 380 pages, c. 200 illustrations)  
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About the Foundation 

The Austrian Frederick and Lillian Kiesler Private Foundation was established in 1997 upon the 

acquisition of Frederick Kiesler’s estate by the Republic of Austria and the City of Vienna and with the 

support of a number of private donors. The role of the foundation is to research into the legacy of 

the Austro-American architect (1890-1965) and to position this legacy vis-à-vis current architectural 

and artistic production.  

Kiesler rooted his efforts to unify artistic and social fields of activity in a multidisciplinary approach 

that combined theory and practice. He was active in a range of disciplines – architecture, the visual 

arts, design, and theater. The Frederick Kiesler Foundation develops its interdisciplinary and 

transmedial activities on the basis of this holistic way of thinking and acting. In their investigations of 

Kiesler’s work and its impact over the decades, the research projects, symposia, and exhibitions 

overseen by the foundation address both historical aspects and the current cultural-scientific debate. 

The questions raised by Frederick Kiesler’s works in the fields of architecture, the visual arts, design, 

and theater retain their relevance today. These works bring together social and artistic aspects and 

are the product of holistic design processes. It is very important to the foundation to continue 

researching into the work of Frederick Kiesler and to make his forward-looking ideas more accessible 

to the public. Elke Delugan-Meissl, Chair of the Frederick Kiesler Foundation 

 

The Austrian Frederick and Lillian Kiesler Private Foundation 
 

Mariahilfer Straße 1b/Top 1, 1060 Vienna 

Opening hours: Tuesday to Friday 10am to 5pm and by arrangement 

Director: Gerd Zillner 
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